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PROMISE. 
TO HIS, Z#z2. 
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PLANTATION: 


2 5am. 7.10. 
Moreover f will appoint a place for my peop'e Ifracl, 
and I will plant them , that they may dwell in a 
place of their owne, and move wo more. | 2 


As 1t was delivered in a Sermon, 
By Ioun CoTrTon, B.D. 
and Preacher of Gods 


word in BoZor. 


DD — 


\ 
P$SALMn® 22. 27-30-31. 


Allthe ends of the wor _ remember and twrne unto the 
Lord, and all the kinareds of .the Nations ſhall worſhip 
4 before thee. 
A ſeede ſhall ſerve him, it ſhall be accounted ro the Lord for 
x. p/n d fhall declare his righ wſnelſ 
Th corre, and hall declare his richteonſneſſe unto 4 
on that ſhall be borne, that he rk done a 
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are ; to be ſolde at the three Goldew Lyons by the. _ 
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LTHOUGH Fo 
LY RS Chriſtian, or indeede inge- 
SS nuous man, can doe. any. 
A OE thing leſſe, than approove 
WA SNCONCEWL ob endeavours ,, as, 
'N /E-- 22 Y, $LAH\8 glory of God, 
Ce and E(pnmon o0d,eſf 

a 16 L004 ,e/fEe 
eat Wh they are wn by a cleare war- 
rant frond God word. et t for. Mes, ande 
that men put to their ations eing hidden in 
their hearts, there is n0 way todeclare them,but 
by an bye eſt profeſſi Fl of them, ip phich ig ſufficis 
ent whete wee are INEITE but with that 
common charity one man is bound ta weld, anos 
ther, "But fox for the groun 5 4n nd rule ation is 
wron Fh5,4 be praiſe.of it in, ofa refpett, 
ther \quother's Aka, than thatof f charity 
roo aide us by, x, by mares it Hole touch. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 

Now becauſe maiy niay elther not kiiow,” or 
doe not confider upon how full a ground and 
warrant out of the word of God that underta- 
hath hithexto proceeded, .7 thought, good(Coure 
tous Reader ) leave being with fome" diffi- 
cultie obtained of the Reverend Authour) to 
preſent unto thy view and conſideration; that 
which may in part give thee ſatis fattion in thi 

RR £2 
5". Exe tong (if God will) thon ſhalt fee x lay. 
ger declaration'df the firft rife andends of this 
enterpriſe, and ſo cleare and fall a inftification 
of this defagne, hoy in reſpe & of that warrant it 
hath from Gods wad, drid alſo in 7ejpe#t of any 
other ground and Cireyſtance of weight, that 
is cor. fiderable in the warrant of ſuch a Worke, 
i (7 Dope) there will eaſily. be removed any 
foevf monbet, which Heltrco hack been 
© If thou haft @ny doubts yet. unre ſolved, rg. 
thvy Be intreated th underſtand from us, what 
may be BY anfiner, "of them, than to diſcourage 
kny man by them? j6 ſhalt thou be a helper and 
a friend; whereas otherwiſe (1t may be againſt 
thy pill thou ma ft be, arn' enemie to « worke 
ws! 


( for 


'Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
'(for onghe rhou'yer forome/t\} God tr:phen Aur 
Shy ae. 3005 ade Ohhh 00 3907 RM 123] 
I 7t is hoped;theve 4s none but will:finde\canſe 
to approve-of the worke;and of thei chatingage 
themſelves init; Bir e/pitially- they who: any 
way, at leaſt by flence (a ſeeming applanſe) ap- 
proved the-Plantations of Virginia,St.Chri- 
ſtophers, Bermudas , this having ends ins 
feriour to_nene of them, and men (not to com- 
pare but to give due honour to all employed in 
ſuch noble enterpriſes) promiſing as much by 
their uſefulneſſe, induſtrie, love to their Conn- 
trie, piety,and other qualifications as thoſe did. 

It is enough they adventure,chat hazard their 
perſens, familits and eſtates, for that worke, 
which it may appeare to thee ere long thog art 
bound as well as, they to further. - 

Now it- wereninrions.if not impious, not 
onely to-denie the right and benefit of thy pray- 
ers to ſuch, but alſo to loade them with cauſe- 
leſſe aſperſions (though but in thy thonghes ) for 
that, for which thou haſ} great cauſe to praiſe 
God for the, who hath ſlirred up their ſpirits ts 
that which hath beene' a mame meane of peo. 
pling the world, and.:s likely to be of propaga+ 
ting the Goſpe:l. . For the furtherance of Which 

= worke 
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worke in the bangs of thoſe hat Phewolpinront 
it, let as fervent prayers paſſe jrom thee ” : 
(cp a6d/hone Rela gg nyt} ar he 
would be put up from them in thy behalfe. 
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2 Sam. 7. 10. 

Moreover } will appoint a place for my people 
Iracl, and I will plant them, that they may 
dwell in a place of their owne, and move no 
more. 
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£20 0 eg N the beginning ofthis chap- 
2 7\ (VB CO ter, we reade of Davids pur- 
yo,7" poleto build God an houſe, 
23%, who — conſulted 
2 2= with Nathan about it, one 
md Prophet ftanding in neede of 
29 kzSYaE- CA anothers help in ſuch waigh- 
tic matters. Nathan incourageth the King unto 
this worke], verſe 3. God the ſame night mcetes 
Nathan and tells him a contrary purpoſe of his: 
Whercin God refuſeth Davids offer, with ſome 
kind of earneſt and vehement diſlike, verſe. 5. 
Secondly,he refuſeth the reaſon of Davids offer; 
from his long falence, For foure hundred yeares 
together he ſpake of no ſuch thing , unto any of 
the Tribes of 7/7ael, ſaying, Why bella you not me 
an houſe ?in 6.7.verlies, | 
Now left David ſhould be diſcouraged with 
B this 
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(2) 

this anſwer, the Lord bids Nathan to ſhut up his 

bi ſpeech with words of encouragement, and ſo he 

| remoues his diſcouragement two wayes. 

Y | Ficſt,by recounting his former favours diſpen- 
Y ſed unto David. Secondly , by promiſing the 

| continuance of the like or greater: and the ra- 

70 ther , b:cauſe of this purpoſe of his. And five 
' bleſſings Sod promiſeth unto David, and his, 

" for his ſake. | 

I The firſt is in the 10, verſe: 7 will appoynt 4 


place for my people Iſrael. 
| q Secondly, ſceing it was 1n his heart Cuild 
i | him an houſe, Gad would thereforc, b»:{d h:mz ar, 
tf ; houſe renowned for ever.verle 11. 


Thirdly,that he would accept an of houſe from 

Salomon,verſe 12. 
Fourthly, hee will be a Father to his ſonne, 

verſ.1 4+T15s 
] Fifthly, that he will eZabliſh rhe Thrgve of his 
| _ for ever. 

Ky n this 10.verſe is a double bleſſing promiſed: 
Firſt, the deſigument of a place for his peo- 


| Secondly, a plantation of them in that place, 
from whence is promiſed a threefold bleſſing. 
| Firſt, they ſhall dwell there like Free-holders 
ina place of their owne. 
Secondly, hee promiſcth them firme and du- 
; rable poſſeſſion, they ſhall move no more. 
4 Thirdly, they ſhall have peaceable and quiet 
| reſting there, The ſonnes of wickednefle ſhall 
affli& them no more: which is ampliticd by their 
former troubles, as before time. From 
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(3) 
From the- appointment of a place for them, 
which is the firſt blefling, you may obſerve this 
Rotc: 
The placeing of 4 peopie in this or that Country 
s from the appointment of the Lord. 

This is evident in the Text, and the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of itas grounded in nature, A@#s 17.26. 
God hath determinedithe times before appointed, and 
the bouna's of our habitation, Dent.z, chap. 5 .9.God 
would not ve the 1ſraebtes meddle with the E- 
domites, or the CAMoabites, becauſe hee had given 
them their land for a poſſeſſion. God aſhgned 
out ſuch aland for ſuch a poſterity, and for fuch 


2 time. _" 


Wherein doth this worke of God ſtand inap- 92 se#, 


pointing a place for a people 2 


Firſt, when God eſpies or diſcovers a land 4»ſw. 


for a people, as in Ezek. 20.6. he brought them 
intoa land thar he had eſpied for them: And that 
is, when either he gives them to diſcover it them- 
ſelves, or heare of it diſcovered by otners, and 
fitting them. 

Secondly, after he hath eſpied it, when he car- 
ricth them along to it, ſo that they plainly ſee a 
providence -of God leading -them from 'one 
Country*o another: As'in Exod. 19.4.7 on have 

eene how T have borne you as on Eagles wings, and 
brought you unto my ſelfe, So that thaugh they met 
with many difficultics, yethee carriedrhem bigh 
above them all, like an cagle;. fiying- overſeas 
and rockes, and all hinderances: Pt 0. 
i... Thirdly, when he _ roome: for a people - 
"PR 2 1 to 
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(4) 
 todwellthere, as in Pſal. 80. 9. Thow preparedit 
room for them. When Iſaac ſojourned among the 
Phil:#ines, he digged one well,and the Philitines 
ſtroue for it, and he called it Eſet: and hedigged 
another well, and for tharthey ſtrovealfo, there- 
fore he called it $:#4h: and he removed thence, 
and digged another well, andfor that they ſtroye 
not,and he called it ehoboth,and ſaid, For now the 
Lerd bath made roome for vs, and we ſhall be ftuirfull 
inthe Land. Now no Eſek,noSitzah, no quarrell 
or contention,but now he fits downe in Re/oboth, 
in a peaceable roome. | 
Now God makes room for a people 3 wayes: 
Firſt, when he cafts outthe enemies of a peg- 
ple before them by lawfull warre with the inha- 
bitants, which God calls themunro:as in Pſ.4 4.2 
Thou didſt drive out the Heath? before them. But this 
courſe of warring againſt others, & driving them 
out without provocation, depends vpon ſpeciall 
' Commiſſion from God,orelſec it is not imitable. 
Secondly, whenhee gives a forreigne people 
favour in the eyes of any native people to come 
and fit downe with them either by way of pur. 
chaſe, as Abraham did obtaine the field of Mach- 
pelah,or elſe when they give it in courtefie,as Pha. 
r4o/. 1id the land of Goſhen unto the fonsof Tacob, 
Thirdly, when-hee makes a Country though 
notaltogether void of Inhabitants, yer void in 
that place where they refide. Where there is: a 
vacant place, there is liberty forthe ſonnes of 4- 
adam or Noahtocomeand inhabite, though they 
nenher buy it Y AQraSke their leaves 6: iAbraban 
13 | a i; and 


G5) 
and 1ſaac, when they * ſojourned amongft the # Thisbiour- 
Philiſftims, they did not buy that land to feede _Raneren- 
their cattle, becauſe they ſaid There is roome e- dencethere,as | 
nough. And ſo did Jacohpitch his Tent by Se. i77 poſſeſſion 
chem, Gen.z 4.21. There was roome evongh, as Ha- althoughit bee 
wor ſaid, Let thems fit downe amongit ws. And in called foioure 
this caſe if the people who were former Inhabi- jg? 5; gran. 
tancs did diſturbe them in their poſſeſſions, they gers, becauſe 
complained tothe King, as of wrong done unto _ C_ 
them: As Abraham did becaufe they tooke away raignegorern- 
his well, in Gez.21.25. For his right whereto he menr of the 
pleaded not his immediate calling from. God, tre in their 
(for that would have ſeemed frivolous afnongſt owne hand, 
the Heathen) bur his owne induſtry and culture 29rycrdidin- 
in digging the well , verſe. 30. Nor doth the felves into the 
King reject his plea, with what had he to doc to Common- 
dis lls in their ſoyle 2 but admirteth it as a Jy ofthe 
ggc We yiee aan Natives, to 

Principle in Nature, That in a vacant foyle, hee ſubmit them- 
thar takerh poſſeflionof ir, and beſtowerth culture _ 
and husbandry upon it, his Right it is. And the.meac, 
ground of this 1s from the grand Charter gin 1 
to Adam and his poſterity in Paradiſe, Gen, 1:28, 
Multiply, and rep eniſhthe earth, and ſubdue it. If 
therefore any fonne of Adam come and finde a 
placeempty, he hath liberty to come, and fill, 
and'fubdue rhe carth there... This Charter was 
renewed to Noah, Gen. g. 1. Fulfill theearth and 
wwlt;ply:So that ir is free from that comonGrant; 
forany to take poſſeſſion of vacant Countries. 
Indeedno Nacionis to drive out another with-" 
our ſpeciall-Commilton from heaven; fuch as" 
the 1/raeltes had; unleſſe the Natives'do unjuftly* 

3 Wrong 
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wrong them, and will not recompence the 


- wrongs done in peaceable ſort,& then they may 


rightthemſelves by lawfull war,and ſubdue the 
Countrey unto themſclves. 
_ This placeing of people in this or that Coun- 


try, is from Gods foveraignty over all the earth, 


and the inhabitants thereot': as in Pſal. 24.1. The 
earth i the Lords, and the fulneſſe thereof. And in 
Ter. 10.7. God is there called, The King of Natz- 
ons : and in Dent. 10. 14. Therefore it is meete 
he ſhould provide a place for all Nations to in- 
habite, and haveall the earth repleniſhed, Onely 
inthe Text here is meant ſome more ſpeciall ap« 
pointment, becauſe God tells them it by his 
owne mouth ; he doth not ſo with other people, 
he doth not tell the children of Sezr, that hee hath 
appointed a place for them: that is, He gives 


'them the land by promiſe ; others take the land 


by his providence,but Gods people take the land 
by promiſe: And therefore the land of Canaan is 
called aland of promife. Which they diſcerne, 
firſt, by diſcerning themſelves to be in Chriſt, in 
whom all the promiſes are yea,and amen, 
Secondly, - finding his holy preſence with 
them, to wit, when hee plants them in the holy 
Mountaine ef his Inheritance: Exodas 15. 17. 
And that is when he giveth them the liberty and 
purity ofhis Ordinances. Iris a land of promiſe, 
where they have proviſion for ſoule as well as 
for body. R#th dwelt well for outward reſpe&s 
while ſhee dwelt in Hoab, but when ſhee com- 
meth to dwell in 1ſracl, ſhee is ſaid to come un- 
| der 
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(7) 


wrappcs us in with his Ordinances, and warmes 
us with the life and power of them as with 
wings, there isa land of promiſe. 

This may teach us all where wee doe now 
dwell, or where after wee may dwell, be ſure 
you looke at every place appointed to you, from 
the hand of God: wee may not ruſh into any 
place, and never ſay to God , By your leave; 
but wee muſt diſcerne how God appoints us this 
place. There is poore comfort in fitting downe 
in any place, thar you cannot ſay, This place is 
appointed me of God. Canft thou ſay that God 
ſpied out this place for thee,and there hath ſerled 
thee above all hindrances ? didſt thou finde thar 
God made roome for thee.cither by lawfull d& 
ſcent, or purchaſe, or gift, or other warrantable 
right? Why then this is the place God hath 
appointed thee; here:hee hath made roome for 
thee, he hath placed thee in Rehoboth, in a peace- 
able place: This we muſt diſcerne,or els wee are 
bur meruders upon God. And when wee doe 
withall diſcerne, that God giveth us theſe out- 
ward bleffings from his love in Chriſt, and ma- 
keth comfortable provifionas well for our ſoule 
as for our bodtes, by the meanes of grace, then 
doe we enjoy our preſcnt poſſeſſion as well by 
gracious promiſe, as by th2 common, and juſt, 
and bountifull providence of the Lord. Or if a 
man doe remove, he muſt lee that God hath e- 
ſpicd out ſuch a Country for him. 


Secondly, though there be many difficulties, 
- yer 


der the wings of God: Ruth 2, 12. When God 


f. 
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yet he hath given us hearts to overlooke them 
all, as if we were carried upon eagles wings, 

And thirdly, ſee God making roome for us 
by ſome lawfull meanes, | 

But how ſhall I know whether God hath ap- 
pointed 'me ſucha place, if 1 be well where Iam, 
what may warrant my removeall 2 

| There be foure or five good things, for pro- 

curement of any of which I may remove. Se- 
condly, there be ſome evill things, for avoiding. 
of any of which wee oe 4 tranſplant our ſelves. 
Thirdly, if withall we finde ſome ſpeciall provi- 
dence of God concurring in cither of both con- 
cerning our ſelyes,and applying general grounds 
of removall to our perſonall eſtate. 

- Firſt , wee may remove for the gaining of 
knowledge. Our Saviour commends it in the 
Queene of the South, that ſhe came from the ur- 
moſt parts of the carth to heare the wiſdome of 
Salomon : HMatth. 12. 42. Andſurely with him 
ſhe might have continued for the ſame end, if her. 
perſonall calling had not recalled her home, 

| Secondly, ſome remove and travaile for mer. 
chandize and gaine-ſakegD aily bread may be ſought” 
from farre, Prov,z 1.14. Yea our Saviour appro- 
veth travaile for Merchants, Matih. 13.45, 46. 
when hee compareth a Chriftiantoa Merchant- 
man ſccking'peatles : © For hee never fetcheth a 
compariſon trom any unlawfull thing to illu- 
Kratea thing lawfull. The compariſon from the 
unjuſt. Steward,and from the Theete inthe night, 
is nottaken from rhe injuſtice of the one, or = 
of « theft 


| (9) 
theft ofthe other ; but from the wiſcdoine of the 
one, and the ſodainneſfle of the other ; which in 
themſclves are not unlawfull. 

Thirdly, to plant a Colony, that is, a compa+ 
ny that agree together to remove our of their 
owne Country, and ſettle a Citty or Common- 
wealth elſewhere. Of ſucha Colony wee reade 
in As 16.12. Which God bleſſed and proſpe- 
red exceedingly, and made it a glorious Church, 
Nature teacheth Bees to doe ſo, when as the hive. 
is too full, they ſecke abroad for new dwellings: 
So when the hive of the Common-wealth is fo 
full, chat Tradeſmen cannot live oneby another, 
bur cate up one another, in this caſc ir is lawfull 
to remove. 

. Fourthly, God alloweth a man ro remove, 
when he may employ his Talents and gifts bet- 
ter elſewhere, eſpecially when where he is, he is 
not bound by any ſpeciall engagement. Thus 
God ſent Toſeph before to preſerve the Church: 
Foſephs wiſedome and ſpirit was nor fit for a ſhep- 
heard, but for a Counſellour of State; and there. 
fore God ſent him into Egypt. To whom much is 


gives, of him God will require the wore : Luke 12. 


x6 8 | 
Fifthly , for the liberty of the Ordinances. 
2 Chron. 11.13, 14, 15. When Jeroboam made a 
deſertion from 1udah, and ſer up golden Calves 
to worſhip, all that were well affefted, both 
Prieſts and people,folde their poſleffions, and 
came to leruſalem for the Ordinances ſake, This 
Caſe was of {caſonable uſe to our farhers in the 
C daycy 


\ 
o 
7 - 
of 
s 
3 
45 
> | 


: 
| 
2) 
b-, : 
£ 
$ bs 
þ i 
: % 
A 
E : : 
3 = 7 
bi 3 
4 ' v : 
| 1 
4 % ] 
a 3 
r Lad 
(þ 
Y 
; 


* ©. 
72234 DT Sat *Sadrrmmnnerst 
- - = POIs”. * 2 4h . - 


FS. © 4 


_— 


MENT. Pai... 


(29) 

dayes of Qteene «Hay whoremovedto France 
and Germany,in the beginning of her Reign,upon 
Proclamation of alteration of religion, before a- 
ny perſecution began.,' | | 

© Secondly, there be evills' to be avoided that 
may warrant rcmoveall. . Firſt, when ſome grie- 
vous {innes overſpread a Country that threaten 
deſolation.. Mic. 2.6. to11 verſe: When the 
pcople ſay to them that prophecie, Prophecy not . 


then verſe 10. CAriſe then, this is not your ref.” 


Which words though they be a threatning, not 
a commandement,. yet as in athreatning a wiſe 
man forcſeeth the plague, ſo in the threatning 
he.ſcetha commandement,to.hide himſelfe from 
it. This caſe might have becne of ſeaſonable uſe 
unto them of the Palatinate, when they ſaw their 
Orthodoxe Miniſters baniſhed, although them- 


ſelves might for a while enjoy libertie of conſci-- 


CnNCc. 


Secondly, if men be overburdened with debts 
and miſcries, as Davids followers were , they 
may then retire out of the way (as they retired to 
David tor ſafety) not to defraud their Creditors, 
(for God is an avenger of ſuch things, 1 Theſſ: 4.6.) 
but to gaine further opportunity to diſcharge 
their debts, and to fatiſfe rheir Creditors. 1 Sam. 
22.132- S 

| Thirdly, Jin caſe of perfecution, ſo did the A- 
poſtlesin CLATIY 13.46,47» 
Thirdly, as theſc generall caſes, where any of 


them doe fall out, doe warrant removcall in ge- - 


nerall ; ſothere be ſome ſpecjall providences or 
"Ron : particular 
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(rf) | 
particular caſes which may give warrant unto 
{ſuch or ſuch a'perſonto.tran plant himſelfe, and 
which *PP'Y the former generall grounds to par- 
ticular perſons. | ——_ 

Firſt, if ſoveraigne Authority command and 
cncourage ſuch' Plantations 'by giving way. to 
ſubjects ro tranſplant rheimſelves, and ſer up a 
new Commonwealth. This is a lawfull and ex- 
pedient caſe for ſuch particular perſons as be de- 
ſigned and ſent: eMath.s. 9g; and for ſuch as 
they,whoare ſent, have power to.command, 

Secondly, when ſome ſpeciall providence of 
God leadesa manunto ſuch a courſe. This may 
alſo ſingle out particulars. Pſal. 32.8. [will in- 
firud#, and guide thee with mine eye.. As the childe 
knowes the pleaſure 'of his farher in his eye, ſo 
duth the childe of God ſee Gods pleaſure in the 
eye of his heavenly Fathers providence. And 
this is done three wayes. 

Firſt, if God give a man an inclination to this 
or that courſe, forthat is the ſpirit of man; & God 
& the Father of ſpirits: Heb.12..9.Rom. 1.12.1 Cor. 
16.12, Paxl diſcerned his calling to goe to Rome, 
by his > 7g09upuery. his ready inclination to that 
voyage; and Apollos his loathnefle to goe to Co- 
rinth,Paul accepted as 2 juſt reaſon of his refuſall 
ofa calling ro goe thither. And this holdeth, 
when ina mans inclination to travaile, his hearr 
is ſet 0nno by-reſpeRts, as to ſee faſhions,to de- 
ceive his Creditours, to fight Duels, or to live 
idly, theſc are vaine inclinations; but if his heaxt 
be inclined upon right judgement to advance the 

'/ C 2 Goſpel, 
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(12) 
Goſpell, to maintaine his family, to uſe his Ta- 
lents fruicfully, or the like good end, this incli- 
nation is from God. As the beames of the Moone 
darting into the Sea leades it to and fro, ſo doth 
a ſecrer inclination darted by God into our hearts 
leade and bowe (asa byas)our whole courſe. 
Secondly, when God gives other men hearts 
to call us, as the men of Aacedon did Paul, Come 
to us into Macedonia, and helpe us. When wee are 
invited by others who have a good calling to re- 
fide there, we may. goe withthem, unleſſe we bs 
detained by waightier occaſions. One member 
hath intereſt inanother,to call: to it for helpe, 
when it is not diverted by greater employment. 
T hirdly, there is another providence of God 
concurring in both theſe, that is, when a mans 
calling and.perſon is free , and not tyed by pa- 
rents, or Magiſtrates, or other people that have 


intereft in him. Or when abroad hee may doe 
himſelfe and others-more good thatthe can due 


at home. Here isthen an eye of God that opens. 
a doore there, and ſets him looſe here, inclines. 
his heartthat way,.and outlookes all difficulties. 
When God makes roome for us, no- binding 
here, and an open way there, in ſuch a caſe God 
tells chem, he will appointa place for them. 


Secondly, this may teach us in every place: 


where God appoints us tofit downe,to acknow- 
tedge him as our Landlord. - The carth. is the 
Lords.,and the fulneſſe thereof;his are our. Coun- 
tries, our. Townes, our. houſes; and therefore 
lerus acknowledge him in them all. The Ripe: 

{tle 


(13) 
file makes this uſe of it. amongſt the Arhenians, 
As 17.26,27. He hath appointed the times, andl 
places of our habitation, that we might ſecke,and grope 
efter the Lord. There is athreefold uſe that we are 
to make of it,as itappearcth there; Let us ſeek af- 
ter the Lord, why? Becauſe if thou commeſt into 
an houſe, thou wilr aske for the owner of it: And 
ſo if thou commeſt into a forreigne land , and 
there findefs an houſe and land provided for 
thee, wilt thou not enquire, where is the Land- 
lord 2 where is that God that gave mee this 
houſe and land 2 He is miffing,and therefore ſeek 
after him. 

Secondly, thou muſt feele after him, grope + 
after him. by fuch ſenſible things, ſtrive ro at- 
taine the favour of your Landlord, and labour 
to be obedient to him thathath given you ſuch a 

lace. 

, Thirdly, you muſt labour to-finde him in his 
Ordinances, in prayer and in Chriſtian commu- 
nion. Theſe things I owe himas my Landlord, 
and by theſe I finde and enjoy him. This uſe the 

very Pagans were tomake of their ſeverall Plan- 

tations: And if you knew him before, ſecke him 
yet more, and feele after him till you finde him 
in his Ordinances, and in your conſciences, 

Thirdly, when you have tound God making Yſe 3. 
way and roome for you, and carrying you by 
his providence unto any place, learne to walke 
thankfully before him, detraud him nor of his | 
rent, but offer yaur ſclves unto his ſervice; Serve = 
that God, and teach your childrento ſerve him, 

C3 that 


*— Y 
SE 2 
4 
þ 
N 
; 

PL) 

4 

; . 

; 

; 
4 
35 

£ ” 

: f 

S 

WF 

d *% — 
$47 
4 

F 1 

2. 


Queft 
LAN. 


_— 7 4: 
that hath appointed you and them'the place of 
your habitation. C29. a bby: 2 
2, Obſervation..A people of Gods Plantation 
fhall enjoy their owne place with ſaferic and 
care, w- | 
This is manifeſt inthe Text:I will plantthem; 
and what followes from thence? They ſhall 
dwell in their owne place: But how? Peaceably, 
they ſhall not be moved any more. Then they 
ſhall dwell ſafely, then they ſhall live in peace. 
The like promiſe you reade of in Pſa/.89.21,22. 
The enemie ſhall not exac# upon them any more. And 
in Pſal.g92. 13. Thoſe that be planted in the houſe of 
the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of our God. 
Gods plantation « 4 floriſhing plantation, Amos 9.15. 

What is it for God to plant apeople ** 

It is a Metaphor taken from young Impes; I 
will plant them, that is, I will make them to take 
roote there; and that is, where they and their 
{oyle agreewell together, when they are well 
and ſufficiently provided for, as a plant ſuckes 
nouriſhment from the ſoyle that fitteth it. 

Secondly, When hee cauſeththem to grow as 
plants doe, in ?ſal.$0.8,9,10,11. When a man 
growes likea tree 'in tallnefle and ſtrength, to 
more firmeneſſe and eminency, then hee may be 
laid ro be planted. | 

Thirdly, When God cauſeth them to frud#ifre, 
P/al.1 54:6 | ': BÞ | 
Yan When he eftabliſheth them there, 
then he plants, and rootes not up. | 
... Buthere is ſomething more eſpeciall in. this 


planting ; 


_s (rs) | | 
planting ; for they were planted before in this 
land, and yet he promiſerh here againe, that hee 
will plantthem intheir owne land: which doth. 
imply, firſt,” That what cver former good eftare 
they had already, he would profper it, and in-' 
creaſe ir. | 

Secondly, God is ſaid to. plant a people more 
eſpecially, when they become Trees of righteouſ- 
neſſe, Iſay 61.3. That they may becalled trees of 
righteouſneſle, the planting of the Lord. So that 
there is implyed nor onely a continuance of their 
former good eſtate, but that hee would make 
thein a.good people, a choice generation: which 
he did, firſt;by planting the Ordinances of God 
amongſt them ina more-glorious manner, as he 
did in Salomons time. 

2. He would give his people 4 naile, and 4place 
in his Tabernacle, Iſay 56.5 -And that is to give us 
partin Chriſt: for ſo the Temple typified. So 
then hee plants. us when hee gives us rootec in. 
Chrilt. | 

Thirdly, When he giveth us to grow up in hin * 


as Calves in the ftall : Mal .4.2,3- 


Fourthly,& to bring forth much fruit, Toh. 1.5 .1.2 
Fifthly, and to continue and abide in the ſtate 
of grace. This is to plant us in his holy Sanfna- | 
ry, he not rooting us up. : 


This is taken from the kinde acceptance of | Reaſon, 


Davids purpoſe to build God an houſe, becauſe 
he ſaw 1t was done in the honeſty of his heart, 
therefore he promiſeth togive his people a place 
whercin they ſhould abide for everas ina houſe 
of reſt. Secondly, 
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6) 
Secondly,it is taken from the office God takes | 


upon him, when he is our planter, hee becomes 


our husbandman ; and #f hee plant ws, who ſhall 
plucke us up ? Iſay 27.1,2» T6b 34.29. When he 


giveth quict, who can make trouble « If God be 


the Gardiner, who ſhall plucke up what hee ſets 
dawne © Every plantationthat he hath notplan=- 
ted ſhall be plucked up, and what he hath planted 
fhall ſurely be cftabliſhed. | 

Thirdly, from the nature of the blefling hee 
conferres upon us : When he promiſethto plane 
a people, their dayes ſhall be as the dayes of a 
Tree, 1ſay 65.22. Asthe Oake is faid to be an - 
hundred yeares in growing , and an hundre4 
yeares in full ſtrength, and an hundred yeares in 
decaying. 

Burt it may be demanded , how was this pro- 
miſe fulfilled by the people,ſceing after this time 
they met with many perſecutions, at home, and 
abroad, -many ſonnes of wickednefle afflited 
them ; Teroboam was a ſonne of wickednefle, and 
ſo was Ahab, and Ahaz, and divers others. 

Becauſe after Davids time they had more ſer- 
lednefle than before. Fi 

Secondly, tothe godly theſe promiſes were 
fulflled in Chrift. 

Thirdly, though this promiſe was made that 
others ſhould not wrong them, yet it followes 
not but that they might wrong themſelves by 
treſpaſſing againſt God, and 1o expoſe them- 
ſelves to afflition. Whilſt they continued Gods 
plantation, they were a noble Vine, a right 
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| (17) | 
ſecede, but if 1/7ael will deſtroy themfelves, the 
fault js inthemſelves. .And yer even in their cap- 
tivity the good amongſt them God graciouſly 
provided tor: The Basket of good figges God ſent 
into the land of Chaldea for their good : ey. 26-5% 
But if you rebell againſt God, the ſame God thar 
planted you will alſo roote you outagaine, for all 
the evill which you ſhall doe againſt your ſelves: 
Ter. 11. 17. When the Ifraclites liked not the 
ſoile, grew weary of the Ordinances, and for- 
ſooke the-worſhip of God, and ſaid, What par! 
have we in David? after this they never got fo. 
o00d a King, nor any ſettled reſt in the good 
land wherein God had Planted them. As they 
waxcd-weary of God, ſo hee waxed wearic of | 
them, and caſt them out of his fight. 


- To cxhort all thatare planted at home, or in-. Yſe 1. 


tend to plant abroad, to looke well to your plan- 
ration, as you deſire that the ſonnes of wicked- 
neſſe may not afflit youathome, nor enemies a- 
broad, looke that you be right planted, and then 
you neede not to feare, you ate ſafe enough: God 


- hath ſpoken it, I will plantthem, and they ſhall 


not be moved,neither ſhall the {onnes of wicked- 
nefle afflict them any more. "0 
What courſe would you have us take 2 

© Haye ſpeciall care that you ever have the Qr- 
dinances planted. amongtt you, or clfc never 
looke for ſecurity... As loone as Gods Ordinan- 
ces ceaſe, your ſ{ccurity ccaſcrh likewiſe, bur if 
God plant his Ordinances among you, fearc nor, 
he-wiilmaintainc them. 7{y 4.5;. 6: pen all their 
© 3M | > MS | glory 
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(18) 
glory there fball be a defence , that is, upon all Gods 
Ordinances: for ſo was the Arke called ihe Glory 
of Iſrael, 1 $ am.4.. 22. 

Secondly, have a care to be implanted into * 
the Ordinances, that the word may be ingrafted 
into you, and you imtoit: If you take rooting in 
the Ordinances, grow up thereby, bring forth 
much fruice, continue and abide therein, then 
youare a vineyard of red wine, and the Lord 
will keepe you, Iſay 27. 2+ 3- that no ſonnes: of 
violence ſhall deſtroy you. Looke into all the 
ftories whether divine or humane, and you ſhall 
never finde that God eyer rooted out a people 
that had the Ordinances planted amongſt them, 
and theinſelves planted into the Ordinances : ne- 
ver did Godſufter ſuch plants to be plucked up, 
on all their glory ſhall be a defence. | 

Thirdly, be not unmiadfull of our Jeruſalem 
at home, whether you leave us, or ſtay at home 
With us. a ah for the peace of 1eruſalem,they ſhall 
proſper that love her, Pſal. 122.6. F hey ſhall all be 
baeakFand turned backe that hate Sion, Pſi, 
129. 5. As God continueth his preſence with 
us (blefſcd be his name) fo be ye preſent.in Tpirit 
with us, though abſent in body : Forgetnor the 
wombe that bare you, and the breaſts that gave 
you ſucke. Even ducklings hatched: under an 
henne, though they take the water, yet will fill 
have recourle to the wing that hatched them: 
how much more ſhould chickens of the fame fea- 
ther, and yolke £ Inthe amity and unity of bre. 


thren, the Lord hath not onely promiſed, but 
| commanded 


(19) 
commanded a' blefling;, even life for eyermore: 
Pſal. 13'3 -I:2, | 4 | 


Fourrhly, goe forth, every man that gocth,, 


with a publicke ſpirit, looking not on yourowne 
things onely,” butalſo on: the. thipgs. of athers; 
Phil, 2.4. This care of univesſall. he]Jptulnefle was 
the proſperity of the firſt Plantation of the Pri- 
mitive Church: &As 4.32 - +2 
Fifthly,hayeatendercarethat you logke yell 
to the plants that ſpring/from; you,-that. 35,.t9 
yourchildten,: that they-doce nor; degenerate as 
the I{raclites did-z after which they, were, vexed 
with afflictions onevery hand. Haw.:came this 
to palle'?. ter. & to [plantedihems 4 noble Fine; 
holy, arieht ſeetlt, how themari thou'dFo:nerare into a 
ſtrange Vine before wee ?f Your Anceftours were 
of a noble divine ſpirit, but i#'rhey ſuffer their 
children to degenerateyto take looſe courſes, then 
God will ſurely placke-you up: Otherwiſe if 
men have a care to-pyopagate the Ordinances 
and Religionto their children after them, God 
will plant th:m,and not roote them up. For want 
of this, the ſeede of the repenting Nim:wites was 
rooted out. 
 FSixthly, and laſtly, offend not the poore Na- 
tives, but as you partake in their land, ſo make 
them partakers of your precious faith : as you 
ircemporal's, ſofecdethem with your 
ſpiricualls: winne them to'the love of Chritt, for: 
whom Chriſt died. They never yet refuſed the 
Goſpcll, and therefore more hope they will now 


receive it. Who. knoweth whether God haye: 
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(20) 
rzared this whole Planratign:for-ſuch ar end-r- 
Secondly , for conſolation w them that ate” 
planted by God in afry place, that finde rooting 
and eſtabliſhing from-God, this-is a cauſe of 
much'entouragemetnt! unto you, that what hee 
hath plantedhe will nizinraine,” every plantation 
his right harid hath not planted ſhalberooted up, 
bur kis owne plantation: ſhall proſper,8 flouriſh. 
Whenhepromiſeth peace and ſafery, what enc- 
mic ſhalF, able ro makethepromite of God of 


none effe&2 Negle@ rior walls; and bulwarkes, 
and fortifications for your owne-defence ;; bur 
*ever]atheName of the Lord be your ſtrong 
© Tower ; arid the word of his Promiſe the 
+ Rocke of your Refupe:\-His' worg .' + 


* that made heaven and earth '''« 
will hot faile;' till hea- + 
venand earth be 
' no more," © 
Amen. 
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And viuall ObjeQtions anſwered. 


- . b E 
tg 


Together with a manifeſtation of the cauſes mooying ©— 
ſuch as have lately undertaken a Plantation in 
Navv-EnGcLitanD: 


For the fatiſfattion of rhoſethar queſtion 
the lawfulneſſe of the Aion. 
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